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very generally given the right to make contracts even with
the husband, she is naturally given the right to enforce the
same in civil courts as well

It is in procedure that our legislation is least efficient.
Having little knowledge of the subject, legislatures have
been shy of meddling with court rules and processes; while
the very fact that the legislatures have taken unto them-
selves the right so to interfere, has seemed to impress both
bench and bar with a certain sense of irresponsibility. I
fear we must admit that the judges of England, aided by its
bar, have been far more solicitous of speedy and simple
procedure and trial than have the courts of this country.
Some Western States have crudely tried to meet the diffi-
culty, as by providing that all judges must render an opinion
within sixty days, or other brief period, after a case is argued
before them, or even by limiting the number of witnesses to
be called! But it may be feared that so long as public senti-
ment rather demands every possibility of evasion of execution
than that a guilty person should be promptly and summarily
punished, little can be hoped for from the legislatures. Such
progress as has been made in this direction has universally
been under the urgent instance of the lawyers themselves, act-
ing through the State or Federal bar associations. But the
judges themselves must venture a stricter control of irrel-
evant testimony.